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during this trip that the mate of the second privateer, an unruly
and cantankerous fellow by the name of Alexander Selkirk,
was put on shore and left behind on the island of Juan Fernan-
dez, four hundred miles west of the Chilean coast. Five years
later another expedition of which Dampier was the pilot (he
never gave much satisfaction when in command, but was a good
subordinate) visited Juan Fernandez, and to their great surprise
they found Selkirk still alive. And so they forgave him, think-
ing that he had probably learned his lesson, and brought him
back to England.

As for this voyage, it was the most profitable one of Dampier's
whole career. It had brought the investors a quarter of a million
pounds sterling. But the division of the spoils took a long time,
and when finally the crew received its share (in the year 1719)
poor Dampicr had been dead and buried for more than four
years.

His former victim, Alexander Selkirk, was more fortunate.
He lived until 1723, and when he went to his final reward he
was not only a lieutenant in his Majesty's navy, but also the hero
of one of the most popular best-sellers of all times. It bore the
title of The Life and Strange Surprising Adventures of Robinson
Crusoe. The first part made its appearance on April 25, 1719,
and the second half within a few months. Its author was a
certain Daniel Defoe.

At the time his masterpiece appeared Defoe was no longer a
young man. He was born in 1661, and his career had been a
turbulent one. Belonging to a family of traditional dissenters,
he had for ever been at loggerheads with the established autho-
rities. He had greatly approved of William III, who also pro-
fessed the wrong religion, being a. member of the Dutch
Reformed Church. His ironical pamphlet The Shortest Way
with the Dissenters had been so litde appreciated that it had
got him a very stiff sentence, a heavy fine, an indefinite term
of imprisonment, and, as an extra expression of the court's dis-
approval, he was also condemned to be shown three times in